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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Taillandier (6,354,348). 

Taillandier discloses, as shown in Figures 3 and 4, a valve for a safety tire, 
equipped with a charging opening for charging gas into an outer gas chamber and an 
inner gas chamber, which are provided in a tire having a double structure. The valve for 
a safety tire comprising, an air-supply passage (1 5,31 ) for an inner gas chamber, which 
causes the charging opening and the inner gas chamber to communicate with each 
other, and an air-supply passage (27) for an outer gas chamber, which causes the 
charging opening and the outer gas chamber to communicate with each other, and a 
non-return valve member (43) for an inner gas chamber, provided in the air-supply 
passage for an inner gas chamber, the non-return valve member for an inner gas 
chamber allowing gas to flow from the atmospheric side into the gas chamber and 
making it possible to prevent gas from flowing from the gas chamber into the 
atmosphere, and also allowing gas to flow from the gas chamber into the atmosphere 
by carrying out a predetermined operation (such as the operation of removing 45), a 
non-return valve member (50) for an outer gas chamber, provided in the air-supply 
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passage for an outer gas chamber, the non-return valve member for an outer gas 
chamber allowing gas to flow from the atmospheric side into the gas chamber and 
making it possible to prevent gas from flowing from the gas chamber into the 
atmosphere, and also allowing gas to flow from the gas chamber into the atmosphere 
by carrying out a predetermined operation (such as the operation of removing 49). An 
engaging portion (the external flange shown at the top of the valve near 15 and 27) that 
allows a filing adapter (61 ) with a coupler (66) to be mounted at the charging opening in 
only a fixed direction, which filling adapter includes a first passage (62) that can supply 
gas to the inner gas chamber by communicating with the air-supply passage for an 
inner gas chamber, and includes a second passage (27, see Figure 4) that can supply 
gas to the outer gas chamber by communicating with the air-supply passage for an 
outer gas chamber so as to make a pressure difference between the outer gas chamber 
and the inner gas chamber, the engaging portion allowing the filling adapter to be 
mounted so that the air-supply passage for an inner gas chamber communicates with 
the first passage and the air-supply passage for an outer gas chamber communicates 
with the second passage. 

Regarding claim 2, Taillandier discloses that a detachment- restraining means 
(49) for restraining detachment of the non-return valve member for an outer gas 
chamber is provided in the air-supply passage for an outer gas chamber at a position 
nearer to the charging opening than the non-return valve member for an outer gas 
chamber. 

Regarding claim 4, Taillandier discloses that a filling adapter (61 ) with a coupler 
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(66), which engages with a valve for a safety tire equipped with an air-supply passage 
for an outer gas chamber for charging gas into an outer gas chamber of a tire having a 
double structure, and an air-supply passage (62) for an inner gas chamber for charging 
gas into an inner gas chamber of the tire, so as to charge gas from a gas supply source 
into the outer gas chamber and into the inner gas chamber via the air-supply passage 
for an outer gas chamber and the air-supply passage for an inner gas chamber (this 
limitation "for an inner gas chamber... for an inner gas chamber" is considered as an 
intended use statement bearing no patentable weight), the filling adapter comprising, a 
main body portion (30) engaging with the valve for a safety tire, 
a second coupling (49) provided in the main body portion and including a valve core 
(50) connectable to a pressure source to allow gas from the pressure source to be 
supplied to the tire, an air chamber (32) provided in the main body portion and 
connected to the second coupling, a first passage (15,31) provided in the main body 
portion and causing the air chamber and the air-supply passage for an inner gas 
chamber to communicate with each other, a second passage (32) provided in the main 
body portion and causing the air chamber and the air-supply passage for an outer gas 
chamber to communicate with each other, and differential pressure setting means (43, 
piston, Col.4, Lns. 10-15) provided in the second passage and distributing gas from the 
gas supply source to the first passage and the second passage so as to generate a 
pressure difference there between, and a first coupling (45) connected to the second 
passage and allowing gas in the outer gas chamber to be released to the atmosphere 
by carrying out a predetermined operation (such as the operation of removing 45). 
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Regarding claim 5, Taillandier discloses that a pressure releasing adapter (33) 
used in a safety tire-rim assembly equipped with a pneumatic tire (P), an expandable air 
pocket (around Po) provided within the pneumatic tire and forming an inner gas 
chamber, a rim (10) which forms an outer gas chamber between the pneumatic tire and 
the air pocket when the pneumatic tire and the air pocket are mounted, and the valve for 
a safety tire according to claim 1 , the pressure releasing adapter being used to release 
gas both in the inner gas chamber and in the outer gas chamber to the atmosphere 
(Col. 3, Lns. 57 -60), and comprising, a main body portion (30) that can engage with the 
valve for a safety tire, and operating means (39) provided in the main body portion and 
causing gas in the inner gas chamber and gas in the outer gas chamber to be released 
to the atmosphere so as not to expand the air pocket, by carrying out a predetermined 
operation ( such as the operation of removing 33 and 39) with respect to the non-return 
valve member for an inner gas chamber and the non-return valve member for an outer 
gas chamber of the valve for a safety tire when the main body portion is engaged with 
the valve for a safety tire. 

Regarding method claims 6 and 7, the device shown by Taillandier will perform 
the methods as recited in claims 6 and 7, during normal operational use of the device. 

Regarding claim 8, Taillandier discloses that the pressure releasing method 
according to claim 7, wherein the operating means includes a first protruding portion for 
operating the non-return valve member for an inner gas chamber, and a second 
protruding portion for operating the non-return valve member for an outer gas chamber, 
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and the first protruding portion (the protruding portion of 45 is longer than 49, as shown 
in Figure 3) is longer than the second protruding portion. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Craig Price whose telephone number is (571)272-2712. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7AM - 5:30PM Mon-Thurs, Increased flex 
time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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